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GCA is a medical emergency which leads to vision loss if left untreated or if there is a delay in treatment.   
Treatment ought to be supplied as a matter of urgency and so needs to be made at any time out of hours if a patient requires it. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Patient is diagnosed 
by Rheum SpR/ 
Consultant with 

GCA, at any time in 
the OOH period.  

This is a treatment- 
emergency. 

Specialist prescribes 
tocilizumab 8mg/kg 

IV body weight in 
100 mL sodium 

chloride 0.9% STAT 
on a paper chart 

with cross-reference 
to paper chart on 

eMEDs 

Pharmacist checks 
for consultant 

approval, indication 
and dose for 

tocilizumab, that 
FBC, LFTs and U&Es 

are done/ 
requested, rate of 

infusion on 
MEDUSA.  

After prescription validation 
- pharmacist to call in 

aseptics out of hours to 
make the dose. Pharmacist 

to inform ward what is 
happening with the order, 
direct nurses to MEDUSA 

and enter on logger.   

Pharmacist to enter  
a free text 

document entitled 
"Tocilizumab for 
GCA" on PPM+ 

outlining date of 
dose administration/ 

dose order 


